
Investigating a 2000 Year Old Landfill and Recycling Center in Tampa Bay 

 

Some consider the handling of municipal waste and recycling to be the exclusive property of our 

industrialized past and present. But this is not true; 2000 years ago mounds or middens (landfills) 

included food packaging, mixed broken tools and pottery. All discarded by thousands of 

prehistoric people making their livings on the shores of Tampa Bay thousands of years ago. 

 

Our eco-tour of Weedon Island Preserve Education Center and Trails will examine how these 

mounds have recorded the history and culture of the Weedon Island People for a period of over 

2000 years. Through their discards we have gained insights into how they lived, what they ate, 

and their ceremonial activities. We have also learned that much of their everyday waste was 

recycled into tools, house wares and personal items. We will also examine the raw materials used 

to make latex paint, medicines, rope, wax and pesticides a couple of thousands years ago. 
 


